
Canton Academy
Reading Lists

7th grade
● Coraline by Neil Gaiman
● MLA format and grammar
● Mythology, Greek, Egyptian, and Norse
● The Odyssey by Homer
● The Call of the Wild by Jack London
● Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia
● Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson

8th grade
● Beowulf (Seamus Heaney translation)
● When We Were Lost by Kevin Wignall
● A Separate Peace by John Knowles
● The Crossover by Kwame Alexander and poetry unit
● Lord of the Flies by William Golding
● Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne

English I Honors
● “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” by William Shakespeare
● The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald
● “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins

● And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie

● Fever Dream by Samanta Schweblin

● Mary Poppins by PL Travers and the history of children’s literature

English I General
● Orleans by Sherri Smith
● “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller
● Short stories-Monkey’s Paw, The Necklace, and short film analysis
● “Macbeth” by Shakespeare
● African American literature and poetry (independent choosing) *February*
● Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury



English II Honors (American Literature)
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
● As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner
● “Death of a Salesman” by Arthur Miller
● The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
● The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
● I know why the caged bird sings by Maya Angelou
● A general history of American literature

English II General (American Literature)
● “Our Town” by Thorton Wilder
● The Pearl by John Steinbeck
● “The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee Williams
● Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom
● Poetry selections from Edgar Allen Poe
● A general history of American literature

English III Honors (British Literature)
● “Hamlet” by William Shakespeare
● The Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis
● Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
● The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde
● A Tale of Two Cities By Charles Dickens
● Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer
● A general history of British literature

English III General (British Literature)
● “Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare
● Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne
● The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster
● The Hobbit by JRR Tolkien
● Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
● A general history of British literature

English IV General
● Sold on A Monday Kristina McMorris
● “The Tempest” by William Shakespeare
● Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
● Animal Farm by George Orwell
● Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
● Night by Eli Wiesel



Summer Reading

Reading over the summer is important. It helps students retain and enhance their reading
abilities. In addition, when students read as a leisure activity it promotes reading comprehension,
vocabulary and reading speed. Keeping these ideas in mind, junior high students (grades 7-9) are
required to read at least ONE book over the summer and high school students (grades 10-12) are
required to read TWO books. These books may be chosen from the list below. We encourage
students to read as many books as they possibly can. There will not be a written assignment tied
to their reading but a project for only one book; therefore, students should feel unencumbered to
tackle more than the minimum reading requirement.

Junior High (grades 7-9)
Choose ONE of the following books and complete the project for your grade.

1. New Kid, written and illustrated by
Jerry Craft

2. The Girl Who Drank the Moon by
Kelly Barnhill

3. When You Reach Me by Rebecca
Stead

4. Cinder by Marissa Meyer
5. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s

Stone by J.K. Rowling
6. The True Meaning of Smek Day by

Adam Rex
7. The Selection by Kiera Kass
8. Game Changer by Tommy

Greenwald
9. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by

Jules Verne

10. I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
11. Revolution by Deborah Wiles
12. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse

Anderson
13. Uglies by Scott Westerfield
14. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
15. The Little Prince by Antoine de

Saint-Exupéry



High School (grades 10-12)
Choose TWO of the following books and complete the project for your grade for ONE of the
books you read.

1. We Are Okay by Nina LaCour.
2. Long Way Down, by Jason Reynolds
3. The Wicked Deep by Ernea Shaw
4. Ready Player One by  Ernest Cline
5. Skellig by David Almond
6. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
7. We Were Liars by E. Lockhart
8. Where She Fell by Kaitlin Ward
9. When by Victoria Laurie
10. A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest

Gaines
11. Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys
12. The Cruel Prince by Holly Black
13. The Scent Keeper by Erica

Bauermeister
14. Friday Night Lights by Buzz

Bissinger

15. Tumbling by Caela Carter
16. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
17. Beloved by Toni Morrison
18. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by

Jules Verne
19. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
20. Before We Were Yours by Lisa

Wingate
21. Into the Wild by Jon Krauker
22. Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

Summer Reading Projects
Each student will read the required amount of books from their list and complete one reading
project to be turned in on the first Monday of school.

7th grade: Character head
8th grade: Playlist
9th grade: Tiny House
10th grade: Novel cube
11th grade: Social Media Profile
12th grade: Character graduation cap

Junior high project information is attached on a separate sheet.
High School students will complete their assignments with a 500 word explanation of their
project written in MLA format. They only need to do this for one of the books they read but be
prepared to discuss both of their summer reading books during the first few weeks of school.



7th grade-Character Head

Assignment: It’s time to get inside your character’s head! 
You are to choose two characters and create a “head space” 
for each one. You are to print out the head outline TWICE 
and do ONE per character for TWO heads total. This will be 
submitted the first Monday of school. 
Each head should include:
__Character’s name in large font
__One significant character quote
__Two images relevant to the character (concrete or 
abstract)
__3 adjectives to describe the character
__ The character’s nickname in the story or one you create
__Briefly describe a turn point event involving the character
__Identify the character as either dynamic or static with an 
explanation of why
__The title, author, and genre
__Use an attractive color scheme with virtually no white 
space
__All text is legible, dark, and attractive. Final text is not in 
pencil
__Head is securely glued to reinforced backing (cardstock) 
and neatly trimmed
__Error free in grammar, mechanics, and spelling
__High quality of work with no creases and crumples
__Quality of work reflects knowledge and understanding of 
the character



Examples





Mrs. Warren’s 8th grade Summer 
Reading Project

Assignment: For every good action story there is an even 
better playlist. For your summer reading project you’re 
going to create a playlist for 3 characters in the story.  One 
playlist should be explained in paragraph format with at 
least 3 songs and 3 explanations. The other 2 may be listed 
on the MP3 player included. Any songs chosen must be free 
of explicit lyrics. 
Due: The first Monday of school.







9th grade Gen and 9th

grade Honors Summer 
Reading

Tiny House has become a trend all over the 
world as people give up having extravagant 
homes for smaller spaces. For your summer 
reading project you are going to create a tiny 
house for a character! 

This will be a digital assignment. The biggest 
trick to this will be when you click the link to 
open the assignment you must MAKE YOUR 
OWN COPY and rename it with your name. If 
you don’t do this,  you are working from the 
master copy, which means no one else can 
create a new copy. If you have any questions 
when working, email me. 

Warren’s Summer Reading Assignment

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RBopIyrelNyncrPqJnkhqOjTsz2gepDikcUXXpCBexY/edit?usp=sharing


sophomore Summer Reading 
Project 

>> Story Cube << 
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antagonist 
DirecGons:&Draw&a&picture&
or&symbol&that&accurately&
represents&the&theme&of&
each&box.&&
&
To&assemble&the&cube,&cut&
out&the&shape&along&the&
thick,&solid&line.&Fold&the&
paper&where&there&is&a&
doted&line,&and&apply&
either&glue&or&tape&to&the&
striped&pieces.&&

theme 

Apply&glue&or&tape&
to&these&striped&
lines&when&creaCng&
the&cube.&

Cut&the&outline&
of&the&cube&out.&
Use&the&solid&
line&as&your&
guide.&

Draw&and&label&a&
colorful&visual&
representaCon&
for&each&cube’s&
theme.&
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Please be sure to 
complete your 500 
word explanation 
in MLA format on 
a separate 
document. 



Junior Summer Reading Project 

ALL!ABOUT!ME!Explore&

photos&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&followers &following&

Follow&

>> Character Social Media Profile << 

DirecGons:&Using&colored&pencils&or&markers,&fill&in&this&social&media&template&with&informaCon&about&your&
chosen&character.&Highlight&important&events&from&the&plot&that&help&show&who&the&character&is.&&

Draw a profile picture for 
the character that 
accurately depicts what 
he/she looks like. 

Write your character’s 
name at the top of this 
section and then write a 
brief bio. The bio must 
include accurate 
information about the 
character. You may draw 
emojis, but at least 3/4 of 
the bio must be written. 

Draw six different photos 
or images that show 
important events from 
the plot.  

©&2015&–&present:&&The&Daring&English&Teacher&

Decorate the phone case 
to match the character’s  
personality.  

Name:&______________________________________________&Date:&__________&Per:&_____&

You will create a social media profile for one character 
from the two books you’ve read this summer and then 
write a 500-word explanation of your cap in MLA format. 
Consider the character’s personality, goals, dreams, and 
relationships. You can do this on paper or digitally. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MRYvM-7ua7nAULYyTvNJKzZAdp19yRYHiKM2P0F4ndA/edit?usp=sharing


Senior Summer Reading 
Project 

Many seniors decorate their graduation caps to celebrate their 
overall high school experience, as well as to express themselves. 
You will create a graduation cap for one of the characters in one of 
the books you’ve read and then write a 500-word explanation of 
your cap in MLA format. You can make a cap on paper or digitally.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_FfH4j6TcR8FL2jcRWFLam4coj13M98s2oCxkrOkmBM/edit?usp=sharing


If you have a question about the projects, need a book recommendation, or 
need assistance with the Google slides, please email our English chair, Mrs. 

Courtney Warren. 

cwarren@cantonacademy.org

Please Note:
Students who transfer to Canton Academy before July 10th will be expected 

to participate in summer reading.
Students who transfer to Canton Academy after July 10th have the option to 

submit the summer reading project by September 1. 

mailto:cwarren@cantonacademy.org

